
Fall 2009 

What’s Up? 
 

September 27  Class 10-11 am 

October  3        HS Retreat  

   St. Mikes 

October 4 MS Class  10-11 am 

October 11 Class 10-11 am 

October 18 Class 10-11 am 

October 25 Class 10-11 am 

November 1 Class 10-11 am 

November 7     MS Rally 

   St. Simonôs  

   Ludington 

November 8 Class 10-11 am 

November 15  Class 10-11 am 

GOT IDEAS? 

GOT QUESTIONS? 

GOT CONCERNS? 

 

E-mail Bridgid or Natalie:  

 

bvonk@charter.net 

natalierose52@hotmail.com 

4 
 
 

High School Youth Group 

 

This is it! September 27 is fast approaching as we dive into an awesome year 

with God and each other. Iôm excited to start new and officially lead us this 

year. Weôll grow in faith and community as we focus on real issues happening 

in our world today. Every week we will have an open youth room night to just 

have fun with each other. This fall will also include a hayride and haunted 

house night. More activities are in the making! 

 

I had the pleasure of getting to know many of  you in my first year of co-

leading. Now that I have a taste of your backgrounds and personalities, we are 

really going to dive into the core of who we are. We will take a serious look at 

relationshipsðwhere those feelings come from and how God fits into the pic-

ture. Weôll also look closely at the hunger, poverty, homelessness, and hope-

lessness the world faces. Our schedule is packed with real world ways to add 

our faith into our lives! 

 

Also this year St. Michaelôs is hosting our own retreat focused on social jus-

tice! The retreat is from Saturday, October 3 to Sunday, October 4 and open to 

all high school youth. This will be a great opportunity for you to interact with 

other youth from around the state while focusing on Godôs call to help His 

people. ALL high school youth are encouraged to participate, and we need all 

the St. Michaelôs representation we can get.  See the retreat form with this 

newsletter!   

 

I hope to see all the high school youth starting September 27 after the 9:00 

mass (in the youth room below the church).  Middle School meets at the same 

time - also downstairs. Bring in your retreat forms and Iôll see you then!   

 

-Natalie Wernette 

*S½R ADDM @VGHKDu ATS HS½R A@BJ{ 
 

HS Overnight Fall Retreat - @S 4Sq .HJD½R{ 

October 3rd and 4th  

Great discussions 

Explore real world issues 

Spend time with your peers 

Mass on Sunday 

BBQ Afterward 

Sign up now 

See Insert for more details  



HS and MSð 

 

Some of you may know that Sharon Noggle, our Youth Minister for the past few years, has decided to  step 

down from youth ministry.   Sharon did a great job organizing events for the youth of our parish and we sin-

cerely thank her for her years of service!  Fr. Charlie asked me in the spring if I would take Sharonôs spot and 

co-ordinate our High School and Middle School groups. Since I know many of you from Confirmation classes, 

and because I have a deep belief that we ALL need to know and understand our faith better, I decided that maybe I should 

give it a try.  Many of you have heard me preach to you about being open to the ways in which you are called and to answer 

that call even when youôre not sure.  Wellé I guess itôs time to practice what I preach!  To be honest, Iôm not really sure if 

this is the direction Iôm supposed to be headed, but Iôll never know unless I try!   

 

My hope is that you come to realize that your faith is not something you can put in  a box.  It is something you should be liv-

ing everyday, in all you do, in all you think, and all you decide.  Youth group gives you the tools to understand your faith 

better and teaches you how to put it into practice.  The best part is, itôs a relaxing environment among peers and friends.  We 

hope to have practical and meaningful discussions about issues that you deal with everyday in your lives as students, friends, 

and sons/daughters.  This time in your life can be very trying and stressfulðyour faith CAN help you through it.   

 

Also, please take advantage of the various activities and retreats offered throughout the year.  Most of these 

are provided at minimal cost.  If the cost is an issue, weôll manage something.  WE WANT YOU TO GO!  

One of the highlights of the year for our high school students will be the fall retreat that Natalie has planned.  

The form is enclosed.  She has done an awesome job getting speakers from FSU Newman Center.  I can 

guarantee you it will be well worth attending!  Middle School will have a chance to travel to Ludington this 

fall - more details to follow. 

 

Last year our groups met between the 9 and 11 am Masses in the church basement.  Attendance was up!  

Were you there?  If youôve been absent from youth group in the past 2 or 3 years, please come around 

and give it another try.  If youôve never been, know that we’ve been waiting for you!  Our format has 

changed, and we think youôll like it.  Natalie does a great job and has much experience in ministry at 

Ferris State University.  She brings a unique perspective as a recent student that I canôt offer (Iôm too 

old!).  Hope to see you on September 27th for our first class.  Come when you can, as often as you can, 

and drag your friends along!  No need to call or register, just show up! 

 

Bridgid vonKroneberger (bvonk@charter.net)  

231-202-1137 (cell) 

231-972-2547 (home) 

Hey, if youôve got anything 
youôd like to see in this 
newsletter, let me know.  
Interesting facts, funnies 
(clean of course), things 
going on in your school, 
faith related items, stories 
of inspiration, whatever.  
Iôve only done this once, 
and Iôm already running 
out of ideas!  I know many 
of you, and I know most of 
you are more creative than 
I am.  Hereôs your chance 
to use your gift of creativ-
ity.  This is your newslet-
ter.  I want it to be informa-
tive and interesting for 
you!  Iôll be waiting for your 
call... 
 
Bridgid 

 

Most overused words:   love and hate  

Most underused word:  THANKS!  

Parents give of them-
selves everyday.  They 
give of their time, their 
talent, and their TREAS-
URE.  How often do you 
says thanks? 



M.A.T.W.DðMothers Against Texting While Driving  
 
Momôs around the country are organizing like those of M.A.D.D. to put a halt to texting and talking while driving.  JUST 
KIDDING, theyôre not, but they should!  Seriously, please consider the dangers of driving and talking/texting.  Adults 
also do it, and theyôre setting horrible examples for their children.  Itôs a huge distraction and the cause of a rising 
number of serious traffic accidents.  Last year, my cousinôs daughter was seriously injured in one of these accidents 
while using her phone.  She is lucky to be walking (she wore a halo for some time) and even luckier to be alive!  There 
is RARELY anything that you need to say in a text message that canôt wait until you are safely stopped.  After all, what 
did your parents do without cell phones when they were your age (do I sound like your parents or what)? Think before 
you text and drive! 
 
BTWðI also heard moms were organizing these other groupsé 
 
M.A.S.O.L.  Mothers Against Staying Out Late 
M.A.M.D.   Mothers Against Monster Drinks (theyôre really bad for you, ya know) 
M.A.D.A.T.I.M.O.W.. Mothers Against Drinking ANYTHING That Isnôt Milk Or Water 
M.A.S.Y.U.  Mother Against Showing Your Underwear (WHY would you want to?) 
M.A.S.C.  Mothers Against Skipping Class 
M.A.A.D.  Mothers Against All Dating 
And, my personal favoriteé 
M.A.A.T.M.B.F.O.D.B.I.O.J.T.M.Y.L.M 
Mothers Against Anything That Might Be Fun Or Dangerous Because Itôs Our Job To Make Your Life Miserable 
(and we enjoy it!) 

While I’m on the parent roll… 
Considering technology...  A LONG TIME AGO, way before 

you were all born... I made a living writing and developing 

business software.  I was a huge fan of all this technology!  

Now, Iôm not so sure. Or maybe Iôm just getting old!  I guess a 

better way to say it is, Iôm afraid of the abuse and misuse of 

technology.  Pornography has been brought into our homes, 

cyber bullying has become an everyday occurrence, sexting is 

filtering into our schools (see the article in the youth room), 

cheating has increased, internet gossip is something we spread 

like wildfire, videos and pictures that are posted without con-

sent are wrecking lives and costing people jobs.  Technology is 

a way of lifeðlike it or not.  It is our job to use it responsibly.  

Your faith and your belief in what is right should guide you in 

YOUR use of technology.  Donôt be afraid to stand up against 

those who misuse it!  Jesus would. 

What if this was your 
Dad or your Mom?  
 
 Maybe we parents 
should try this    
fashion statement.   
Yeah... thatôs what 
weôll do!  See how 
you like it :) ! 

WOWña dozen or so of our Confirmation students last 

year raised over $1,000 in community service projects.  

To those who participated, be ready to bring your ideas 

on how we can put this money to use to benefit some-

one in need.  This year our parish, including the youth, 

will be discussing Social Justice and the teachings of 

our church on this subject.  A perfect time to use this 

money to better the lives of other people!  

Beauty isnôt just in the 

eye of the beholder, 

beauty is in the heart!   

Donôt fall for ads that 

 SELL you otherwise! 

WATCH WHAT  
YOU WEAR... 
 

Itôs says a lot about who 
you are... 

#ôs 2 know 
Can you match them? 

 
20 1. Teens  killed every year in the U.S. 
 from drinking and driving (approx.). 
 
12 2. Books in the Old Testament. 
 
130 3. Books in the New Testament.  
 
4,000 4. Sundays you should be  
  in church every year. 
 
46 5. Named lakes in Michigan (approx). 
 
8,600 6. Sacraments 
 
27 7. Number of games won by the Lions 
  last year. 
 
52 8. Mysteries of the Rosary 
 
0  9. Approx. number of HS/MS students 

  that could be coming to youth 
  group.  Where are you? 

 
7 10. In 2005, the % of 12-17 year old  

  teens that had abused pre-
  scription drugs.  

(answers on page 4) 

 



Donõt believe everything you see on T.V. 

Donõt believe everything you read in magazines. 

Donõt believe everything that people say about you. 

Believe in yourself. 

Believe in your family and GOOD friends. 

Believe in the truth. 

Believe in God! 

This year, our Praise Band has joined with our regular choir to 

offer a mix of music every week at our Masses.  Sometimes 

youôll see Mrs. Erika Hoogerhyde at the piano, and some weeks 

youôll see Mr. Dave Miller.  Our very own Natalie Wernette can 

always be seen singing on Sunday.  Recently, Elyse Starck, a 

sophomore in our parish, has added the beautiful music of her 

violin.  Ross Miller, a junior in our parish is often seen accom-

panying his Dad with saxaphone or filling in at piano.  We have 

others who can sing and play other instruments (I know who 

many of you are).  Why not give it a try?  Call Dave (231-972-

3116) or Erika (989-644-5368) if itôs something you might like 

to do.  They can discuss options to see if there is a possible fit 

for your instrument.  If youôve been blessed with a gift, God 

expects you to share it.  If youôre willing to share your gift of 

athleticism on the field or court, why not your gift of music/

singing at church? 

 

What about Eucharistic Minister?  What about Lector?  Leo St. 

John, another junior in our parish does an AWESOME job at 

reading.  What about usher?  What about altar serving?  Itôs 

great to see so many of our middle school students willing to 

help during the Mass.  Contrary to what some people believe, 

you are never too old for that.  There are some parishes where 

altar serving is done mostly by adults! 

 

The best compliment Iôve heard a parishioner give to our youth 

was this:  ñwhen we (the parishioners) see young people in-

volved in our parish it strengthens our faithò!  Do you realize 

what a gift youôve given when someone elseôs faith is strength-

ened because of something YOU do? 

 

THINK ABOUT IT!  Let us know!  Lots of opportunities!!! 

ATTENTION HS: 
 

Annual  

March for Life 
 

Where: Washington DC 

When: January 21-24, 2010 

Why: For Young Catholics to: 

 

¶ take a stand for what they 

believe 

¶ experience prayer in the 

form of pilgrimage with 

their peer community 

¶ experience the larger 

Church 

¶ experience a celebration 

of Life. 

 

Let Natalie or Bridgid know if 

you are interested.  We 

donôt need any deposits in 

until December, but we 

need to have a count by 

October 4th.   

 

This is being done through our 

diocese.  Youôll be going 

with other youth from the 

greater GR area.  

Transportation, meals, one 

nightôs lodging, and some 

sightseeing. 

 

Call Bridgid for more info. 

(231-972-2547) 

WHAT CAN YOU DO?  cut someoneôs grass for free, or shovel a 

driveway... empty the dishwasher or do a chore without being 

asked...  visit an elderly neighbor or make them cookies...  sit with a 

loner at lunch...  pray the rosary...  read to a younger sibling or have 

a ómovie nightô with them...  make someone smile who is sad...  

make sure you make it to church...  or... ask your parents to take you 

to church...  do a random act of kindness...  say youôre sorry to 

someone youôve hurt...  itôs the little things done everyday that 

make the biggest difference! 

Answers to #ôs 2 Know (page 3): 
 

1. 4,000  7.   0 

2. 46   8.   20 

3. 27   9.   130 

4. 52   10.  12 

5. 8,600 

6. 7 


